Happisburgh Questionnaire.

My name is Deborah Loukes and I am a student studying for my degree in Environmental Management and Ecotourism at the University of Central Lancashire and would very much value your help by completing this questionnaire. I have chosen to study coastal management for my dissertation topic and as I live in Norfolk and have followed Happisburgh’s plight for defences for some time now, I thought this would be very interesting to look at in more detail.

This questionnaire gives me a great opportunity to gather some vital information on your views and opinions surrounding the situation at Happisburgh. Many of the questions are open, so please try and give as much information as you feel necessary.

If anyone thinks they could be of more help to me, i.e. providing personal case studies, which will remain anonymous in my write up, you can contact me by e-mail at dml1502@yahoo.co.uk.

If everyone could answer questions 1-5 and then depending on question 5, move to the relevant questions. Thank you for your time.


Q1) Are you Male?                                           Female?     


Q2) Age:   <20                21-30                31-40                    41-50                   50+

Q3) Have you ever visited Happisburgh?


YES                                      NO    

If yes, what are your impressions of the village? Even if you haven’t visited, you may have gathered some impressions from photos on the website etc, so you may still like to comment.

Q4) Are you directly affected by the situation at Happisburgh?

            YES                                      NO    

If yes, in what way are you affected?

If No, where did you hear about Happisburgh’s plight for coastal defences and associated issues?

· Newspaper

· Local News

· Radio

· Television Programme    

· Internet

· Word of Mouth

Other…………………………………………………………………..

Q5) Do you believe the government should fund a new defence scheme to save Happisburgh from being lost to the sea?

            YES                                       NO

If yes answer questions 6-12. If no, answer questions 13-18, Thank you.

Q6) What would you say are your top five reasons for why Happisburgh should be defended?

Q7). Some research suggests that Managed Retreat (allowing the sea to occupy some areas of land) may be the best option in terms of the long-term future of coastal land. If compensation were offered to those involved, would you consider this to be an acceptable option?

Q8). Do you believe dredging worsens the effects of coastal erosion?

 YES                                       NO                         NOT SURE

Q9). Have you personally taken any action to help fight Happisburgh’s cause?


YES                                       NO

If, yes, what form did this take? E.g. Letters to DEFRA etc…

Q10). One argument is that defences would not be sustainable and therefore the cost of the scheme would be much more than the losses that would be incurred. What is your argument against this statement?

Q11). What do you understand to be the main reasons why the government are choosing not to fund a defence scheme and what are your views on each?

Q12). The Coastal Concern Action Group have done a great deal to raise awareness of their need for defences to save their village. Given the published new Shoreline Management Plan of Managed Retreat, what do you see as the future for Happisburgh?

Thank you for answering this section of the questionnaire. 

The following section is for those that believe a new defence scheme should not be funded.

Q13). Why do you believe a defence scheme should not be funded?

Q14). Do you believe those incurring losses, i.e. those losing their homes and livelihoods as a result of stalled schemes, should be compensated?


YES                                       NO

If yes, what form should this take? If no, could you briefly explain your reasons why?

Q15). What do you think would be the benefits of applying Managed Retreat to Happisburgh as a ‘management’ method?

Q16). Do you believe dredging worsens the effect of coastal erosion?

 YES                                       NO                         NOT SURE

Q17). What do you believe are the government’s main reasons for opting for Managed Retreat over new defences and what are your views on each?

Q18). If a defence scheme were not funded many listed buildings would be lost, such as the church and the manor house. Do you agree the DEFRA points system undervalues these buildings?


YES                                       NO

Could you give a brief reasoning for your answer?

Thank you for taking the time to answer these questions, they will be very valuable to my research.  

Deborah Loukes.

