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Information Sheet Number 5

It is now nearly three months since the Council formally asked the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) to adjudicate on the objections to the coast protection scheme. Many rumours seem to be flying around so I thought I would write to you all again in the form of this new Information Sheet.

First though I would like to clear up a number of point about earlier schemes that the Council has tried to implement in Happisburgh, so I have given below a brief history of the Happisburgh sea defences.

1959-1961
Timber revetment and groynes constructed between Ostend and Cart Gap

    1968 

Beach Road groynes constructed

    1982 

Partial reconstruction of damaged revetment and groynes

    1989 

Need for major investment in new defences identified

1991 Following storm damage, unsafe section of revetment (300m long) removed to south of village. Consultants Halcrow are commissioned to consider defence options for Happisburgh 

1992 Halcrow report. A scheme is designed and advertised, receiving four objections. The objections cannot be resolved and the scheme stalled.

1995

Revised scheme prepared, but fails to meet MAFF economic criteria.

    1996
Storm damage results in the loss of a further 400m of revetment and the end of beach road. Halcrow commissioned to carry out 2nd study integrating scheme with Environment Agency works to the south. Visit to Happisburgh by Junior Agriculture Minister, Tim Boswell MP.

    1997 
Revised defence scheme advertised. Two irreconcilable objections  received.  MAFF introduces Priority Score that scheme fails to meet. Scheme stalled.

1998 Visits to Happisburgh by both the Junior Agriculture Minister, Elliot Morley MP and the House of Commons Agricultural Select Committee.

1999

MAFF grant aids preliminary design work carried out to date.

2000
MAFF agrees to fund a Strategy Study of the coast between Ostend and Cart Gap. Consultants HR Wallingford are appointed. MAFF amends Priority Score to place greater emphasis on river defence schemes.

2001 HR Wallingford report and scheme is advertised.

2002 Two objections received, which are referred to DEFRA.
DEFRA announces new Priority Score system to be effective from 2002/03.

DEFRA officers have said that it is unlikely now that they will be able to give us a decision before the middle of September.  Meanwhile it is clear to everyone that the condition of the defences is worsening and that at the east end very little remains.  With nothing left to repair there is not much that can be done.  The remains of the present structure will not be removed until it becomes a hazard and as much as possible will be done to preserve what remains.  I can do little more than to assure you that the Council is continuing to impress upon DEFRA the urgency for a decision and for new sea defences.

If you require any further information or wish to comment, please contact either:

9th August 2002

